THE SCHISM
The Policy in Ireland and Wales. Henry VIIFs reign
must be remembered for a certain consolidation of English
power in Wales and Ireland. In Wales, which the Tudors
regarded as their native place, a more regular administration was
established; the country was organized into twelve shires, which
still exist, and twelve boroughs were recognized for the purposes
of sending members to Parliament. Ireland was not as yet
* planted'; it was still left largely to its own traditions, but the
power of the English Crown was much advanced; the title of
the King was changed from Lord of Ireland to King of Ireland
after the breach with the Papacy, and there was an increasing
substitution of English law for the old tribal law. It was
Henry's artillery which gave him this new power; with this he
captured Maynooth, the castle of the FitzGeralds, who were by
far the most powerful Irish family (the Geraldines), and, having
goaded the heir, known as Silken Thomas, into a rebellion,
captured him and his uncles by treachery at a banquet to which
they had been invited by Henry's agents. Silken Thomas
and his five uncles were all butchered at Tyburn without trial
or defence on February 3, 1537, four years before the title
"King of Ireland" was assumed, for the Geraldines were as
much supporters of the Papacy as they were rebels against
Henry.
But there was no emphasis on Henry's schism, and in many
parts of Ireland the monasteries, though largely suppressed,
continued. It is significant that five years before Henry died the
Jesuits, who were everywhere to be the strength of the reaction
against the Reformation, had already appeared in Ireland,
Marriage with Catherine Parr, and Death. In the
middle of 1543 Henry, a widower since the execution of
Catherine Howard, more than two years before, married as a
sort of nurse for his last years Catherine Parr. She was in touch
^rith the Reformers and with Cranmer, but had little influence.
Henry maintained full orthodoxy, save in the matter of the
Papacy, till his death; he had personally presided over trials for
heresy, and had issued a book called The King's Book strongly
emphasizing and supporting all Catholic doctrine and par-
ticularly the doctrine of the Real Presence. He also insisted
that the vernacular translation of the Bible should be ortho-
dox, to the exclusion of the heretical version of Tyndale, This
was before Cromwell had fallen, and Cranmer and Cromwell